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URLs or Uniform Resource Locators are the standard way of stating the location of computer files accessible over the Internet.  Normally, we just call the web addresses.

URLs have several parts to them.  Let’s dissect a URL from the NC Live’s web page:

http://www.nclive.org/customize/pp/index.htm


http://www.nclive.org/customize/pp/index.htm
The first part of the URL identifies the protocol, or computer language, a computer must speak in order to retrieve this file.  “http://” indicates that the file is a web page (HTTP= HyperText Transfer Protocol).  The browser will add this automatically.  You never need to type “http://” in the address.

You may also see URLs using other protocols, such as:


ftp://

File Transfer Protocol.  These sights have no graphics and their 

sole use is to download various types of computer files (programs, 

documents, etc.).

https://
Hypertext Transfer Protocol Secure. The main use of HTTPS is to provide a secure channel over an insecure network.
Your web browser can access URLs using these protocols, but you will need to type them in.


http://www.nclive.org/customize/pp/index.htm

The main section of the URL has 3 parts separated by periods or “dots”.  When visiting websites, this is often all that is needed to access the site.

www.

The name of the host computer.  “www” is a common name for World-Wide Web servers, but they can have other names also.  Large commercial sites often do not require this part of the address to be typed in.

nclive.org

The domain name.  Every computer connected to the Internet has a unique Internet Protocol address, which is a series of numbers (i.e. 208.27.123.52).  To make the Internet easier for to use, the Domain Name System was created to allow us to use words as addresses instead of numbers.  These domain names are controlled by an organization called The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) through licensed companies so that no two groups can have the same domain name.

Domain names indicate at least two things: what the Top Level Domain is, and what the Second Level Domain is.  

nclive

The second-level domain name often closely reflects the name of the company or organization that registered it.  This name is registered in combination with the next part (.org)

.org

The top-level domain name, indicating a non-profit organization in the U.S.  Some examples of other top-level domain names are: .com (commercial organization); .edu (educational institute); .gov (state or federal governmental entity); .net (network services provider); and .mil (U.S. military)  Recently, new top-level U.S. domains were added.

Beware:  There currently is no system for checking that people registering .org or .net domain URL’s are really what they claim to be.  Some .org addresses may turn out to be commercials sites.

For domains outside the United States, a two-character country code is used.  For example, .ca is the code for Canada, and .de is the code for Germany.


http://www.nclive.org/customize/pp/index.htm

The directories where the file index.htm is stored on the computer www at the domain nclive.org  The full path is required in order to be able to retrieve the file.


http://www.nclive.org/customize/pp/index.htm
The name of the file to be retrieved.  The extension. .htm (or sometimes .html) tells us that the file accessibility is a document in the HyperText Mark-up Language format, the format of web pages.

Guessing URLs

Sometimes you can guess a URL for a company or organization.  Most corporations and organizations with World Wide Web servers use an address in this format:

www.NameOfCorporation.com or www.Name ofNonprofitOrganization.org

For example the URL for Starbucks Coffee Company is http://www.starbucks.com
Try matching these web sites in column one with correct URL in column two:

	Column One
	Column Two

	Elizabeth City State University


	iflysw.com  

	East Albemarle Regional Library


	microsoft.com

	Microsoft


	www.ecsu.edu 

	Southwest Airlines


	earlibrary.org



Pasquotank-Camden Library 205 East Main Street, Elizabeth City, NC 27909


http://earlibrary. org (252) 335-2473 Hours: M-F 8:30-6:30 Sat. 10-4
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