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domain name  An address of a network connection in the format that identifies the owner of that address in a hierarchical format. For example, www.whitehouse.gov identifies the server name (www), domain name (White House) and top-level domain (gov).

HTM or HTML Acronym for Hypertext Markup Language. The markup language used for documents on the World Wide Web. HTML uses tags to mark elements, such as text and graphics, in a document to indicate how Web browsers should display these elements to the user and should respond to user actions such as activation of a link by means of a key press or mouse click. 

HTTP Acronym for Hypertext Transfer Protocol. The protocol used to carry requests from a browser to a Web server and to transport pages from Web servers back to the requesting browser. 

IP address Short for Internet Protocol Address. A number that uniquely identifies a host (computer) connected to the Internet to other Internet hosts. An IP address is expressed in "dotted quad" format, consisting of the decimal values of its four bytes, separated with periods; for example, 127.0.0.1. 

Internet The worldwide collection of networks and gateways that use the TCP/IP suite of protocols to communicate with one another. At the heart of the Internet is a backbone of high-speed data communication lines between major nodes or host computers, consisting of thousands of commercial, government, educational, and other computer systems, that route data and messages. One or more Internet nodes can go offline without endangering the Internet as a whole or causing communications on the Internet to stop, because no single computer or network controls it. Currently, the Internet offers a range of services to users, such as FTP, e-mail, the World Wide Web, VOIP, and others. 

search engine On the Internet, a program that searches for keywords in files and documents found on the World Wide Web. Some search engines are used for a single Internet site, such as a dedicated search engine for a Web site. Others search across many sites, using such agents as spiders to gather lists of available files and documents. 

URL Acronym for Uniform Resource Locator.  An address for a resource on the Internet. URLs are used by Web browsers to locate Internet resources. A URL specifies the protocol to be used in accessing the resource (such as http:// for a World Wide Web page or ftp:// for an FTP site), the name of the server on which the resource resides (such as www.whitehouse.gov), and, optionally, the path to a resource (such as an HTML document or a file on that server). 
VOIP Acronym for Voice Over IP. A general term for delivery of voice communications over IP networks such as the Internet.  Voice, facsimile, and/or voice-messaging applications are transported via the Internet, rather than the public switched telephone network (PSTN).  Other terms frequently encountered and synonymous with VoIP are IP telephony, Internet telephony, and voice over broadband (VoBB).
Web browser  Software that lets a user view HTML documents and access files and software related to those documents. Web browser software is built on the concept of hyperlinks, which allow users to point and click with a mouse in order to jump from document to document in whatever order they desire. Most Web browsers are also capable of downloading and transferring files, providing access to newsgroups, displaying graphics embedded in the document, playing audio and video files associated with the document, and executing small programs, such as Java applets or ActiveX controls included by programmers in the documents. Helper applications or plug-ins are required by some Web browsers to accomplish one or more of these tasks. 
Web page  A document on the World Wide Web. A Web page consists of an HTML file, with associated files for graphics and scripts, in a particular directory on a particular machine (and thus identifiable by an URL). Usually a Web page contains links to other Web pages.

Web site A group of related HTML documents and associated files, scripts, and databases that is served up by an HTTP server on the World Wide Web. The HTML documents in a Web site generally cover one or more related topics and are interconnected through hyperlinks. Most Web sites have a home page as their starting point, which frequently functions as a table of contents for the site. Users need a Web browser and an Internet connection to access a Web site. 
World Wide Web Acronym WWW.  The total set of interlinked hypertext documents residing on HTTP servers all around the world. Documents on the World Wide Web, called pages or Web pages, are written in HTML (Hypertext Markup Language), identified by URLs (Uniform Resource Locators) that specify the particular machine and pathname by which a file can be accessed, and transmitted from node to node to the end user under HTTP (Hypertext Transfer Protocol). Codes, called tags, embedded in an HTML document associate particular words and images in the document with URLs so that a user can access another file, which may be halfway around the world, at the press of a key or the click of a mouse. These files may contain text (in a variety of fonts and styles), graphics images, movie files, sounds, and Java applets, ActiveX controls, or other small embedded software programs that execute when a Web page is accessed or when the user activates them by clicking on a link. A user visiting a Web page also may be able to download files from an FTP site and send messages to other users via e-mail by using links on the Web page. 
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