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	Definitions:
	A hoax is a deliberate attempt by the original sender to mislead or make false claims.  The recent “Balloon Boy” incident was a hoax.

An urban legend or myth is a form of modern folklore usually passed down from dubious origins (a “friend of a friend’s cousin’s brother) and those who tell them usually believe them to be true. ULs usually become even more exaggerated or sensationalized over time. You’ve probably heard the one about a couple driving home from a (movie, date, dance) whose car (had a flat, ran out of gas, stopped to make out).  There are various forms of this legend, but usually the couple narrowly escapes some gruesome fate.

A prank is a trick to purposely make someone feel foolish, usually in a humorous way.  April Fool’s Day is traditionally a day of pranks and practical jokes.


I’ve grouped hoaxes, urban legends and pranks together because they all consist of misinformation that can be easily propagated through the Internet.  Some of these are harmless, but others can direct the user to a malicious program or be quite disturbing to the reader.  For example, a sympathy hoax describes some person that has had something terrible happen to them such as an accident, a crime, or terminal disease. The hoaxes are generally of the “do this to send help” type.  

The real problem with sending out warnings like these is that there is no way to recall them. While this is a good way to get the word out about something important and time limited, it is important to verify the legitimacy of the appeal before forwarding the message to your friends. 
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	http://www.snopes.com
	Contains info on hoaxes, scams, ULs—searchable by keyword

	http://urbanlegends.about.com
	About.com’s Urban Legend pages

	http://vmyths.com
	For info about computer virus myths

	http://delicious.com/thelibrarian/hoax
	Other helpful websites


Other Common hoaxes/ULs/Pranks:


Bogus virus alerts


Chain letters


Bill Gates or Disney giveaways








