
Other common computer terms

Computers need a special type of software called operating system software to start.  Today, most computers use some form of Windows (for example Windows 95 or Windows 98) rather than DOS.  Once the computer starts, you can run other software applications or programs.  

A group of two or more computer systems linked together is considered a network. There are many types of computer networks, including: local-area networks (LANs) where the computers are geographically close together (that is, in the same building) and wide-area networks (WANs) where the computers are farther apart and are connected by telephone lines or radio waves. 
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A desktop is a computer display area that represents the kinds of objects one might find on a real desktop: documents, reference sources, programs. The taskbar at the bottom of the screen allows the user to see which windows are open and move between programs. The objects are displayed as icons, graphic images that represent software programs or functions.  When the user double clicks an icon, a window is opened.  

(Example of an opened window)
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The user can than work in that program, minimize it, maximize it, or close it.  

Computer Bits and Pieces
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Parts of a computer
What we generally refer to as a computer is actually a series of machines or hardware units, more appropriately called a computer system.  


A personal computer consists of a few basic parts.   The monitor is the television-like screen on which the computer displays information.  The Central Processing Unit, CPU, is your computer’s brain.  Earlier computers were known by their numbers: 286, 386, or 486.  The newer computers are called Pentium computers and the Gates Grant computers are Pentium 4 processors.  

The most common input device is the keyboard.  It looks very similar to a typewriter keyboard with the addition of a few specialized keys.  The mouse is a hand held device that sits next to the keyboard.  You slide the mouse over your mouse pad to move a pointer around the monitor.  The buttons on the mouse let you select commands and other objects that appear on the monitor.  

Disk drives used to be the most common way to transfer information back and forth for the computer’s memory to disk.  Rarely do you see 3.5” disk drives anymore but most computers have a CD-ROM drive, a DVD drive or a combination of the two.  Now most information is transferred by a USB drive.   This drive may also be called a thumb drive or jump drive.  Any devices attached to the system unit are considered peripherals.  At our library, headphones and printers are peripherals that are available on public computers.  

  

You may hear the term pixel used to describe monitors, printers and scanners.  A pixel is a dot of light that appears on the computer screen.  A collection of pixels forms characters and images on the screen.  The more pixels, the clearer the image.
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